The potential role of thrombopoietin in idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura.
Thrombopoietin (TPO) plays a central role in the pathogenesis of idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP), as it does in other immune-mediated thrombocytopenias. Because TPO is bound and internalized by platelets, it is destroyed together with platelets at an accelerated rate in the macrophage system. Because the spleen acts as a TPO sink, compensation of the decreased platelet count by an increased production in the bone marrow is insufficient. This aspect of ITP, as well as the use of TPO in the treatment of ITP, will be the focus of this article.